National
Foundation for

REALWOMEN.VISIONARY LEADERSHIP

Ms Gladys Berejiklian
Premier of NSW

Parliament House
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Premier
We write in support of the Reproductive Health Care Reform Bill 2019

In the email below, to a number of MLCs, we outline the reasons why this bill should pass without
further amendment.

We are aware that the Assembly referred the issue of 'gender selective abortion' for further
investigation and we just want to make a few points in relation to that.

The Federal Senate’s Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee held an inquiry into
the issue of gender selective abortion in Australia. Their report, Health Insurance Amendment
(Medicare Funding for Certain Types of Abortion) Bill 2013, Senate Committee Reportl, found there
was no evidence that sex-selection abortion was occurring in Australia. Even amongst migrant groups
where the country of origin has a son-preference and sex-selection problem, the inquiry found that the
social pressures causing the problem do not exist in Australia.

Family Planning NSW stated in their submission to the senate inquiry that “Last financial year (2012)
we had around 28,000 client visits and in the 85 years we have been operating we have no evidence to
suggest that pregnancy terminations occur solely on the basis of gender selection.”

Internationally, the interagency statement Preventing gender-biased sex selection from the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), UN Women and WHO!! confirms
that prohibitive legislation does not prevent gender-selective abortion. Instead, educational campaigns
and social change are the best approach.

In their report they state: “Restricting access to certain reproductive technologies in order to prevent an
imbalanced male-to-female ratio in a given society should not result in the curtailing of the human
rights of women. In addition to the difficulty of enforcing the legal prohibition of sex detection and
resulting sex-selection-abortions, evidence shows that if women do not have access to safe abortion
services they often turn to unsafe options — or if they cannot terminate a pregnancy, they are forced
into childbearing until a boy child is born.”
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Put simply, you cannot claim to advance gender equity by putting further restrictions on what one
gender can do with their bodies.

Restricting women’s right their own make pregnancy and health decisions for any reason will always
have detrimental effects. The notion of gender selective abortion being an issue in Australia is a red
herring concocted by the anti-choice movement to woo pro-choice people. As a society we need to
protect women'’s rights, because they are the ones endowed with legal and medical personhood and
human rights.

Thank you for allowing this bill to be tabled, and we urge you to support its passage into law without
further amendment.

Yours sincerely

Helen Hodgson Marie Coleman AO PSM
B.Bus (WAIT) PGrad Dip Business (Curtin) NFAW Ltd

MTax (UNSW) PhD (UNSW

Chair Social Policy Committee

NFAW Ltd
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https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary Business/Committees/Senate/Finance and Public Administration/Completed i
nquiries/2010-13/healthinsuramendbill2013/report/index
2 https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/gender rights/9789241501460/en/




